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VIII. An Account of a Suharaied Denarius 
of the Plsetorian Family-, adorned with 
•an Etrufcan Infer iption on the Rever/e t 
never before publifhed or explained. In 
a Letter to Mathevv Maty, M, Z). Sec, 
R. S. from the Rev. John Swinton, B. ZX. 
F. R. S. Cufios Archivorum of the Uni- 
verjity -of Oxford, Member 4>f the Aca- 
demy degli Apatifti at Florence, and of the 
"Etrufcan ^ca^^y^Cortona in Tufcany. 



Dear Sir, 

T. 

Read Feb. zy,r b 1HE piece I have undertaken to con- 
,//l * JJ_ fider here is a fubserated (lee Tab. II. 
ti.r.) denarius of the Plaetorian family, which lately fell 
into my hands. It exhibits on one fide a female head, 
representing the goddefs Libera, or Proferpina, ac- 
cording to M. (i) Havercamp, before which ftand the 
letters /T^jfJ/yi, P COSINI, very ill preferved. On 
the reverfe, we difcover a buft of the goddefs SORS, 
on a fort of bafis, adorned with the infeription 
F SOR ANT, or rather AN"; under which, in the ex- 
ergue, appear the Etrufcan letters //^/VRf \J£\FIR, 

(i) Sig. Havercamp. Commentary in Fam. Roman. Numtfm, 
Omn.&c.p. 313, 314. 
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or rather FVR, ANTIE, /. e. FORS, FORTVNA, 
or SORS, ANTII, or ANTIAT, equivalent to the 
Latin infcription above it. The Etrufcan elements 
feem rather better preferved than the Latin. The 
coin is, however, in but indifferent confervation, 
though pretty much of the thin filver plate remains 
ftill upon it. I muft not omit obferving, that it has 
never yet been communicated to the learned world, 

II. 

The fymbol on the reverfe here is the Tame that 
occurs on the reverfes of two or three (2) other con- 
fular coins of the Plsetorian family, with the word 
SORS attending it. The Latin infcription, on the 
piece before me, is extremely fimilar to one upon 
a denarius of the Ruftian family, now in my fmall 
collection, a draught of which may be feen in the 
plate (3) here referred to. The fymbol there is a 
double Fortune, or rather two galeated Fortunes 
which were confidered as deities by the Romans. 
The divinity SORS, on the coins of thePlaetorian fa- 
mily, fimilar to mine, is aflerted by (4) Vaillant and 
Havercamp to be the SORS, or rather one of the 
SORTES, worfhiped in the temple of the SORTES 
at Praenefte; whereas it was the SORS, or rather 
one of the SORTES, adored in the temple of thofe 
deities at Antium, as we find demonftratively proved 
by the coin I am attempting to explain. The whole 

(2) Sig. Haverc. in Tarn. Plator. Tab. I. n. 1, 2, 3. 

(3) See Tab. II. n. 2. 

(4) I. Vaill. Num. Antiqu. Familiar. Romanar. p. 238, 23a, 
540. Amftetedami, 1703. Sig. Haverc Comment. ?3c. p. 324. 
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fuperftru&ure, therefore, erecled by thofc two learned 
men on that fuppofition muft neceffarily fall to the 
ground. 

III. 

The Etrufcan infcription, on the reverfe of ray de- 
narius, in the exergue, feems to allude to a paffage in 
Tullv, relative to the origin of thofe deities denomi- 
nated sortes by the Romans, and to be illuftrated 
by, as well as to throw fome light upon, that famous 
paffage. As this point is extremely curious, I mail 
beg leave to tranfcribe the whole paffage, which ha» 
been handed down to us (5) in the following terms: 
'« Numerium Suffucium Praeneftinorum monumenta 
* c declarant, honeftum hominem ac nobilem, fomniis 
«' crebris, ad extremum etiam minacibus, cum jubere- 
*« tur certo in loco, filicem caedere, perterritum vifis, 
«* irridentibus fuis civibus, id agere coepiffe : itaque 
" perfra&o faxo Sortes erupiffe, in robore inscvlptis 

" PRISCAS.UM LITERARUM NOTIS. Is eft hodie 

4 « locus feptus religiofe propter Jovis pueri, qui lacTiens 
" cum Junone,. Fortune in gremio fedens, mammam 
" adpetens, &c." " In fome of the antknt monu- 
<< ments of Praenefte, mention is made of one Nu- 
«« melius Suffucius. This man, who was one of the 
«« mod considerable and moft venerable perfons in 
« l his city» both for his probity and noble extraction* 
»< was admoniihed, in different dreams, and at laft 
«' with terrible menaces, to go to a certain place in 
*« Prsnefle, and there cut a flint. Being terrified 

(5) Cic. De Divinat, Lib, II. c. 41, 
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" with thefe frequent vifions, he obeyed. He came 

" to the place appointed, and there, in the prefence 

" of" feveral of his fellow-citizens, who laughed at his 

*'• attempt, tried to cut a flint ; which, to the great 

" furprize of the fpectators, gave way to the edge of 

«' the knife. And out of the body of the flint drop- 

'* ped feveral pieces of wood, (or rather oak) each of 

** which had an infeription in the antient 

" characters. The place where this prodigy was 

*' performed is now walled in, becaufe in it is very 

" religioufly kept an image of Fortune, holding Ju- 

■*' piter and Juno, reprefentcd as infants, in her arm?* 

" &c." As 1 have formerly (6) proved that the antt^ 

ENT CHARACTERS OF ITALY, or the PRISCARUM 

liter arum not^e of the Romans, were the Etrus- 
can letters ; and as the infeription formed of thoic 
characters, mentioned by Tully, in the panage herepro- 
•duced, cannot well be fuppofed (7) to have contained 
any other word than #\/£)> FIR, or rather 
FVR, applicable to the deity, or deities, fo called^ 
and worshiped, both at Antium and Praenefte ; we 
may fairly fuppofe the Etrufcan infeription before me 
to have glanced at the celebrated patfage juft pro- 

(6) Be Prifcis Romanornm Liter is DiJJirtdt. Oxonii 1746. 
Philofipk Tranfacl. Vol. LXk p. 88, 89. 

('7) This mult be allowed extremely probable, as the pre- 
tended origin of the "loTs, mentioned 'by Tolly, muft have 
been fuppofed prior to the foundation of their teir.p'es at Antium 
and Piienefle, and therefore the original infeription was only, in 
all probability, fuppofed to have been eilher fir, or FVR ; 
though, after the ertclion of thofe temples, the deity or deities, 
how in view, might have been denominated F SOR ANT, 
and FOR ANT, on antient Roman coins. Vid. J. Vaill. & Sig. 
Haverc. in Fam. Plater, et Rujl, 
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duced, and confeqjiently that this paflage and my 
explication of that infcription may be prefumcd mu- 
tually to fupport and iliuftrate each other. 

IV. 

The firft of the Etrufcan elements, on the reverie 
of my coin, <£)> is apparently that letter in the Etrufcan 
alphabet which, in power, is equivalent (8) to F, or 
PH^ though the character here differs fomewhat from 
all the forms of that, element that have hitherto oc- 
curred to me on the Etrufcan monuments. The 
fecond is either I» or, as I am more inclined to believe, 
V. That it ought rather to be confidered aa V., feems 
to me to appear from the obliquity of its pofition, in 
refpeft of the firft letter j which feems to indicate the 
fide of- the V next to that letter to have been effaced, 
by the injuries of time. The third is undoubtedly 
the antient Tufcan q, (9) or R,.fome what blotted, or 
blurred, The fourth and fifth manifeftly. form the 
monogram f>f~*\ °r AN> which has not yet occurred 
to me on any other Etrufcan* monument. The fixth, 
feventh, and eighth, y ]}, are evidently equivalent 

(8) Anton. Franeifc. Gor. Mufi Etrufc. Vol. II. p. 416, 417, 
Fiorentiae, 1737. (9) Id. ibid, p. 4«2,. 4.1 7>- 

* From this inftance, as well as others, that might eafily be 
produced, it appears,. that the Etrufcans, fometioies made ufe of 
monograms, as well as the Greeks, Romans, and Phoenicians. 
As the Romans, therefore, feem to have ufed monograms before 
the commencement of any intercourfe with the Greeks, .as i* 
rendered probable by the very antient inedited quinarius here re- 
ferred to (fee Tab. II. n.3.), which was, as I conceive, ftruck 
before the clofe of the fifth century of Rome ; I am inclined to 
believe, that they borrowed this manner of writing from the 
Etrufcans* 

(io) to 
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(10) to the Latin, or Roman, letters TIE. The 
whole infcription is therefore ^f)^ L*£} ^ \/ £), 
FIR, or rather FVR, ANTIE, SORS, FORS, or 
FORTUNA, ANTII, altogether equipollent to the 
Latin infcription above it. That FVR ANTIE, in 
the antient Etrufcan language, ought to be rendered, 
in Latin, FORS, SORS, or FORTVNA, ANTII, is 
apparent, from one of the Tables of Gubbio j which, 
according to(n)Sig. Olivieri, exhibits the words 
AGRE TLAT1E, equivalent to AGRI LATH, and 
is diredtly in point. Hence we may conclude, that 
FIR, or rather FVR, anfwers to the FORS, or 
FORTVNA, of the Latins, the Etrufcans ufing 
constantly V for O; and confequently that Tfi, 
PVR, PHVR, or FVR, in (12) Hebrew, or, as 
fome will have it, in the (13) antient Perfic,FIR, or 
FVR, in Etrufcan, and FORS, or FORTVNA, 
in Latin, denoted the very fame thing. 

V. 

That SORS, of SORTES, and FORTVNA, 

probably the fame deity, (14) were worfhiped both 

(10) Anton. Francifc. Gar. ubi fup. p. 407, 409, 414, 417 

(11) Una Lettera del Signer Annibale degli Abati Olivieri, 
&c. Al Signer Abate Barthelemy, Erfc. p. 42. In Pefaro, 1757. 

(12) Efth. III. 7. 

(13) Val. Schind. Lex Pentaglot. p. 1432. Hanoviae, 1612. 

(14) Hence we find the celebrated temple of the lots, or 
Sortes, at Praenefte to have been alfo denominated the temple 
of fortune ; nor do I doubt but the famous temple of the 
lots or sortes, at Antrum wentlikewife under that denominar 
tion. Sig. Havercamp. ubi fup. p. 324, 325. 

Vol. LXII. K by 
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by the Romans and the Etrufcans, will (15) not ad- 
mit of a doubt. The Romans teem to have ufed the 
words SORS and FORTUNA for one de ty, on fome 
occafions j and, on others, the term SORTES, as 
applicable to more divinities, and FORTVNAE, or 
FORTUNAE ANTIAT, as relative to two, to whom 
they affigned the(i6) epithets FORTIS, and FELIX. 
One or both of thofe epithets may poffibly be point- 
ed out to us by the letter F, which precedes the 
words SOR ANT, on the bafis below the buft of the 
goddefs SORS, on the reverfe of the coin in queftion. 
But that this is the true import of the word to which 
that letter belongs, I muft by no means take upon me 
pofttively to affirm. 

VL 

The medals of the Plaatorian family fimilar to that 
I have been considering Havercamp (17) takes to 
have been ftruck in the time of the civil war, that 
fucceeded Julius Csefar's death ; in which, perhaps, 
he may not be very remote from truth, though this 
he has not irrefragably proved. If it ftiould,. how- 
ever, be allowed probable by the learned, the coin 
before me, which muft be nearly of the fame date 
with that war, will feem to have preceded ahout 
forty years the birth of Christ.. 

(15) Vid. Anton. Francifc Gor. ubi fup.. p. 214 215- Sam. 
Pitifc. in Lex. Antiquitat. Romanar. pafl". aliofque author, quam 
plurini. 

(16) FabretU Infcript. Antiqu. cap. ix. p. 632. Sig. Haverc. 
ubi fup, p. 324, 369. Amftelsedami, 1734. Vid. etiam Vulp* 
¥tt. Lot. Pnfan. torn. III. cap. v. p. 98, & feqq. 

(17) Sig. Haverc. ubi fup. p. 325. 

VJ.it. 
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VII. 

Who P. Cofm'mP, whofe name feemsto have been 
handed down to us by the Denarius I have been at- 
tempting here to explain, was, or what was the par- 
ticular mode of his connection with M. Plaetorius, by 
whom the piece was ftruck, 1 cannot at prefent, for 
want of fufficient light from antient hiftory, and 
authentic Roman monuments, take upon me to 
decide. But this I may be allowed to fay, that the 
piece before me is the only coin of the Cofinian 
family that has hitherto efcaped the ravages of time. 
That the Cofinian family was of fome note in Rome, 
we may infer, not only from the very curious dena- 
rius that is the object of my attention here, but like- 
wife from two or three antient (18) Roman infcrip- 
tions, which have preferved to us the name of that 
family. As for M. Plaetorius, mentioned on the 
denarius before me, (19) and other fimilar coins, he 
was, according to M. Havercamp, (20) queftor to 
Brutus, one of Casfar's murderers ; and the piece I 
am endeavouring to explain firft appeared, as already 
obferved, a little (21) after that emperor's death. 
The Etrufcan letters were not then intirely out of 
ufe : nay, they were not totally difufed in fome parts 
of Italy, and particularly at (22) Falerii, a considerable 

(l%) Jan. Gruter. Corp. InfcripU ex recenf. Jo. Georg. Grav. 
p. CMLXXI. 9. DCLVIII. 1. Amftelsedami, 1707. Ludovic. 
Anton. Murator. Nov. Thefaur. Vet. InfcripU p. DCCXCIV. 7. 
Mediolani, 1740. 

(19) Vid. I. Vaill. U Sig. Haverc. in Fam. Plator, 

(20) Sig. Haverc. ubi fup. p. 325. 
(ai) Id. Ibid. 

,{22) -Strab. Geogr. Lib. V. 
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number of years after that tragical event. This we 
learn from Strabo, who flourifhed when Tiberius 
fat upon the imperial throne. 

VIII. 

Having now finiflied my attempt to elucidate a 
very curious inedited Etrufcan coin, highly meriting 
the attention of the learned > I would flatter myfelf, 
that an acquifition is hereby made to the fcienee of 
antient medals, and confequentby that this paper may 
prove not altogether unacceptable to the Royal 
Society. You will therefore be pleafed to lay it be- 
fore that very learned and moft illuftrious body; and 
believe me to be, with all poffible confideration and 
efteem, 

Sir, 

Your much obliged, 

and very affectionate* 

humble Servant* 



Chrift-Church, Oxon. T i « • . 

o<a. io, 1771. John bwinton. 
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